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SUBJECT: FMG MOVES AHEAD ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM AND 
CONSTITUTION 

REF: (A) LAGOS A-98, (B) LAGOS A-70 

1 . LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM. FMG ANNOUNCED TO GENERAL PUBLIC 
AUG. 19 NEW GUIDELINES AND TIMETABLE FOR IMPLEMENTING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM PROGRAM. IN ANNOUNCEMENT SPEECH, CHIEF 
OF STAFF, SUPREME HEADQUARTERS, BRIGADIER YAR'ADUA SAID LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COUNCILS WILL BE INAUGURATED THROUGHOUT THE NATION 
IN JANUARY 1977. HE SET FORTH SCHEDULE FOR SECRET BALLOT 
ELECTIONS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER FOR NON-APPOINTIVE COUNCIL 
POSITIONS. NEW PROGRAM CONTAINS SEVERAL REVISIONS FROM NON- 
PUBLIC WHITE PAPER (REF A) FMG TRIED OUT LAST MONTH ON 
TRADITIONAL RULERS INDICATING SOME COMPROMISES HAVE BEEN MADE. 
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SUFFICIENT AGREEMENT ON MECHANICS FOR YAR'ADUA TO ASSERT, 

AS HE DID IN HIS SPEECH, THAT FMG WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY ATTEMPT 
TO FRUSTRATE REFORMS. FULLER ANALYSIS FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 

2. CONSTITUTION DRAFTING EXERCISE. CONSTITUTION DRAFTING 
COMMITTEE CONCLUDED ITS DELIBERATIONS AUG. 20, BY AGREEING 

TO FINAL FORM OF A DRAFT CONSTITUTION AND APPROVING A GENERAL 
REPORT WPICH WILL ACCOMPANY DRAFT TO FMG. COMMITTEE IS 
SCHEDULED TO REASSEMBLE SEPT. 14 FOR FORMAL PRESENTATION OF 
DRAFT CONSTITUTION AND 

GENERAL REPORT TO HEAD-OF-STATE OBASANJO. 

3. COMMENT. FMG APPEARS TO BE WELL ON SCHEDULE IN CARRYING 
OUT AT LEAST INITIAL PARTS OF FIVE-STAGE POLITICAL PROGRAM, 
ANNOUNCED BY THEN HEAD -OF-STATE MUHAMMED LAST OCTOBER, FOR 
RETURNING NIGERIA TO CIVILIAN RULE BY OCTOBER 1979. 
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